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What is seating capacity? Replies to this 
question have been tabulated as follows: 
Averett College  350 
Farmville  800 
Harrisonburg  500 
Hampton 2000 
Hollins  850 
Randolph-Macon 1100 
Shenandoah Collegiate Institute .... 250 
Sweet Briar  400 
University of Richmond  400 
Virginia Normal and Industrial 
School  800 
Washington and Lee  800 
What admission price is your community 
accustomed to pay? Is it flat or scale price? 
There is a great variance in admission 
prices to college theatricals ranging from 
IS cents to $2.00. Eight of the thirteen re- 
plies state that there is a scale price, that 
the prices vary according to the location of 
the seats. The other colleges have a flat 
rate ranging from 50 to 75 cents for all 
seats in the theatre. 
Do your proceeds go to your club treas- 
ury? Twelve clubs replied in the affirma- 
tive to this question, though only part of 
the proceeds go to the treasury at Ran- 
dolph-Macon; at the Virginia Normal and 
Industrial School all proceeds are used for 
some special benefit. 
Are you collecting a fund toward the 
erection of a college theatre or for some 
other purposes? Three colleges are collect- 
ing a fund directly for a college theatre. 
They are Averett, University of Richmond, 
and Virginia College. 
Hollins College is paying off the debts 
incurred by the erection and equipment of 
her theatre. A new Student Building 
which includes a plan for a theatre is the 
goal Sweet Briar is striving for. 
Farmville is working for a new Student 
Building, while Shenandoah Collegiate In- 
stitute and Virginia Normal and Industrial 
School are collecting funds for a new gym- 
nasium. 
The information gained from the fore- 
going questions lead to these conclusions: 
1. Hollins has the best equipped stage 
for dramatic work among all Virginia col- 
leges. 
2. There has been a great variety of 
plays presented by college dramatic clubs 
in the past three years. 
3. The idea of a campus theatre is tak- 
ing deep root in the minds of members of 
the dramatic clubs. 
4. The value of a dramatic club has been 
recognized by most of the colleges of Vir- 
ginia. 
Mary K. Warren 
WHEN SPRING COMES TO 
THE TRAINING SCHOOL 
I. OUR GARDEN 
A NATURE STUDY UNIT FOE THE FIRST GRADE 
This year the first grade children in the Har- 
risonburg Training School seemed to take notice 
of every sign of approaching spring. Every day 
they would come in bubbling over with some- 
thing new to tell the class. When the question of 
planting a garden arose, I encouraged the children 
to talk about it, and finally led them to want a 
garden of their own. An account of the garden 
is given below. 
I. What the children did. 
A. They planned to have one large plot belong- 
ing to the entire class. 
B. They raked and hoed the garden, made the 
rows, and a border. 
C. They arranged the garden with vegetables 
on the inside and flowers on the outside. 
D. They planted the following seeds: 
Vegetables Flowers 
Radishes Zinnias 
Beets Portulaca 
Carrots Candytuft 
Turnips Larkspur 
Butter beans Nasturtiums 
Lettuce 
Bush beans 
E. They discussed how plants grow. 
1. The wind, sun, and rain help 
2. We can help by: 
a. Keeping soil loose. 
b. Keeping the weeds out. 
F. They studied seeds. 
1. The seeds were planted in sand. 
2, The sprouting process and the growth of 
the plants were observed. 
G. They dramatized the story, The Little Old 
Woman and Mrs. Rabbit.1 
tLewis and Rowland, The Silent Readers, Book 
I, p. 70. 
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1. The story was read to the children. 
2. They discussed the story. 
3. They elected the manager, chose the char- 
acters, and played the story. 
H, They wrote an original story and illustrated 
it. 
II. Information gained 
A. How to prepare soil for planting 
1. By breaking the big lumps 
2. By raking out all roots and weeds 
3. By making the ground level and the rows 
even 
B. How to select seeds 
1. They chose to plant seed that would give 
harvest before school closed. 
2. They arranged the garden so that the 
highest plants were at the back. 
C. How a garden grows 
1. We help by raking and weeding, and by 
thinning plants to provide space. 
2. Nature helps in the following ways: 
a. The rain gives moisture. 
b. The sun gives warmth. 
c. The soil supplies plant food. 
d. The air furnishes plant food. 
D. How flowers add to the value of a garden 
1. They make the garden much more at- 
tractive. 
2. They invite butterflies and bees, who 
come for nectar. 
3. They invite birds, who come for food. 
HI. Skills selected for emphasis 
A. In group composition, I stressed: 
1. Well chosen words 
2. Sequence of thought—getting things we 
did, told in the right order 
B. In art, I stressed: 
1. Putting on color smoothly 
2. Good spacing in illustrations, and in 
mounting pictures 
IV. Altitudes and ideals developed 
A. To appreciate and love what nature pro- 
vides for us 
B. To realize the value of a home garden 
C. To feel individual responsibility—each child 
had his part 
D. To overcome selfishness—all shared in the 
products of the garden 
V. Bibliography 
A. To help the teacher plan the garden 
1. A Garden Setting for a School Garden, 
p. 20 The Delineator—June, 1925 
2. A Garden Project, p. 303. Primary Edu- 
cation, May, 1925. Educational Publish- 
ing Company, New York 
B. To read to the children* 
1. If All Were Rain, p. 96. The Little 
Plant, p. 58. The Wind, p. IS. Blake, 
Katherine D.—Graded Poetry, First and 
Second Years. Charles E. Merrill Com- 
pany, New York 
2. Little Maia, p. 147. Free and Treadwell 
—Second Reader. Row, Peterson, and 
Company, New York 
3. The Rainbow Fairies, p. 47. Gardner, 
*Much of this material could be read by upper 
first grade children for themselves. 
Mary—Nature Stories. The Macmillan 
Company, New York. 
4. The Little Old Woman and Mrs. Rabbit, 
p. 70. Lewis and Roland—The Silent 
Readers, Book I. John C. Winston Com- 
pany, Philadelphia. 
5. Seeds, p. 13. 
The Two Seeds, p. 17. Shallow and 
Cullen—Nature Study Made Easy. The 
Macmillan Company, New York. 
6. A Poor Gardner, p. 10. A Good Gardner, 
p. 12. How Do You Hoe Your Row? p. 
27. 
Stewart, Cora W.—Country Life Read- 
ers, Book H. Johnson Publishing Com- 
pany, Richmond, Virginia. 
Maysville Gammon 
II. WORKING FOR THE BIRDS 
A NATURE STUDY UNIT FOR THE SECOND GRADE 
1. Things the Children Did: 
A. Observed birds to learn colors, sizes, and 
nesting habits. 
B. Read stories about birds as found in the 
following list: 
1. Buddy and Billy—Silent Reading Hour, 
Book II. 
2. How the Wren Won the Battle—CTitW-s 
World Second Reader. 
3. Notes from Birdland—From September 
to June zvith Nature. 
4. The Bird's Convention—Studies in Read- 
ing, Book H. 
5. The Bluebird—Haliburton First Reader. 
6. The Magpie's Lesson—Elson Reader, 
Book H. 
7. The King of the Birds—Intro- 
ductory Second Reader. 
8. The Robin. 
The Woodpecker— 
Learn to Study Readers Book 1. 
9. The Woodpecker—New American Read- 
er, Book H. 
C. Made a bird booklet. 
1. Decided to study the following birds: 
robin, bluebird, goldfinch, cardinal, black- 
bird, owl, swallow, and red-headed wood- 
pecker. 
2. Discussed each bird, afterwards making 
a summary in sentence outline. 
3. Copied the outline in the booklets. 
4. Drew pictures of each bird, coloring 
them with crayons, and pasting them in 
the booklets, 
5. Make booklet covers of construction pa- 
per. Decorated these with bird pictures. 
6. Read bird poems as in the following list: 
a. A Strange Little Bird—Studies in 
Reading, Book H 
b. Little Bird Blue. 
Robin's Secret 
The Swallow— 
Elson Reader, Book IT. 
c. The Wide Awake Bird. 
The Song of the Thrush. 
Up in a Tree— 
Poems for Little Men and Women, 
d. Who Killed Cock Robin. 
.; Singing— 
Reading-Literature, Book H. 
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7. Copied a few poems in the booklets. Each 
child copied the ones he liked best. 
D. Cut out and colored pictures of birds from a 
pattern. Arranged pictures on a large pos- 
ter Recording to the following classification: 
1. Birds most useful to the farmer 
2. Birds most beautifully colored 
3. Birds singing best 
E. Made a bird house; 
1. Observed real bird houses and pictures of 
them. 
2. Decided on the kind to make. 
3. Brought material suited for the kind of 
house wanted. 
4. Worked out their own ideas, accepting 
helpful suggestions when necessary. 
F. Made a drinking trough for the birds. 
1. Planned to make this like a chicken 
trough. 
2. Brought materials; wood, tin, putty, and 
nails. 
3. Worked on the trough, accepting sugges- 
tions when necessary. 
G. Made bird sticks. 
1. Chose kind of bird to put on the sticks. 
2. Brought sticks and pasteboard, 
3. Decided that sandpapering would be the 
best way to make sticks smooth. 
4. Drew birds, then colored them and the 
sticks. 
H. Made a pool for a bird bath. 
1. Read a story about how two boys made a 
bath for birds. (Silent Reading Hour, 
Book I.) 
2. Made suggestions about how we could 
make a similar one in our school yard. 
3. Brought materials; sand, rocks, cement, 
and flower seeds. 
4. Dug a shallow round hole in the yard. 
Put in a layer of rocks and sand and then 
one of cement and sand (two parts sand 
to one of cement). 
Planted flowers around edge of pool. 
II. Information Gained: 
A. How to know the birds. 
1. The coloring of the more common birds, 
as indicated in the following tabulation, 
was used as reference material by the 
children. 
Name of Bird Coloring 
Robin—Father—brownish body, reddish-orange 
breast, black head. Mother—same as 
father, only colors not so bright, brown 
head. 
Red-headed Woodpecker—Father and mother the 
same—red head, black body, black and 
white wings, black and white tail. 
Cardinal—Father—bright red body, black around 
bill and on throat, a few black feathers 
on -wings, crest and head. Mother—same 
as father, only colors look faded, body 
brownish yellow. 
Bluebird—Father—bright blue body, wings, and 
head, orange breast. Mother—same, only 
colors are not so bright. 
Goldfinch—Father—yellow body, black wings, and 
black cap. Mother—brownish olive back, 
yellowish breast, black wings and tail. 
Blackbird—Father—entirely black, with yellow 
bill. Mother—like father, only more 
rusty looking. 
Chimney Swift—Father and mother the same— 
entirely ashy gray. 
Screech Owl—Father and mother alike. Two 
different types—one has grayish head and 
body, lighter breast spotted with darker 
marks; the other is russet with darker 
brown markings on breast, wings, and 
head. 
B. How the birds help themselves 
1. They build nests. 
a. Some build in hollow trees or stumps, 
e. g., woodpeckers, flickers, blue jays, 
owls, and bluebirds. 
b. Some build on the ground or near the 
ground in low vines, e. g., larks, 
thrushes, and bob-whites. 
c. Some uuild on branches of trees, e. g., 
robins, cardinals, orioles, goldfinches. 
2. They find their own food in the follow- 
ing ways: 
a. Listen for worms or insects in the 
ground and dig them out, e. g., robins, 
sparrows, bluebirds, cardinals, wood- 
peckers, bob-white. 
b. Find wild fruits, e. g., robins, gold- 
finches, cardinals, woodpeckers. 
c. Find seeds of weeds, e. g., goldfinches, 
cardinals, sparrows, and larks. 
d. Find small nuts and berries, e. g., 
blackbirds, woodpeckers, and blue jay. 
3. They help each other in danger. 
a. Give warnings of approaching danger. 
b. Help each other fight their enemies. 
4. They teach their young to fly and to bathe 
by coaxing and persuading, and not by 
driving. 
a. Parents will hold worm just out of 
reach of the baby bird so he will fly 
toward it. 
b. Parents stand in pool or bird bath 
with a worm so the baby bird will try 
to get it by coming into the water. 
C. How the birds help us 
1. By singing pretty songs, e. g., cardinals, 
robins, blackbirds, and larks. 
2. By making the world more beautiful with 
color, e. g., bluebirds, goldfinches, and 
cardinals. 
3. By ridding us of insects and weeds, e. g., 
woodpeckers, goldfinches, robins, cardi- 
nals, and sparrows. 
4. By ridding us of mice and moles, e. g., 
owls and hawks. 
D. How we can help the birds 
1. Provide bathing and drinking places. 
2. Provide straw and string for nest build- 
ing. 
3. Throw out crumbs and green vegetables 
for them in spring, summer, and fall— 
suet and crumbs in the winter. 
4. Build comfortable and attractive houses 
for them. 
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S. Help protect the birds from cats and 
dogs. 
III. Skills Selected for Emphasis 1 
A. Reading carefully for a purpose, e. g., help 
in making the bird bath. 
B. Writing on the line. 
C. Keeping handwork neat by careful pasting, 
and by avoiding erasures. 
D. Keeping to a point in a discussion. 
E. Making a summary in sentence outline—or- 
ganization. 
IV. Attitudes and Appreciations Developed 
A. Politeness in conversation especially consid- 
ering the rights of others: 
1. Waiting for turn to talk. 
2. Giving interesting information. 
B. Perseverance: 
1. Staying on the job till finished. 
V. Bibliography 
A. For the Teacher. 
1. Blanchan, Neltje, Birds and Their Neigh- 
bors. Grossett and Dunlap, New York 
City. 
2. Comstock, Anna B. Handbook of Nature 
Study. Comstock Publishing Company, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 
3. Library of Human Interest. Mildred 
Press, Chicago, 111. 
4. Miller, Olive Thorne, First Rook of 
Birds, Houghton Mifflin Publishing Com- 
pany, New York, N. Y. 
5. Nelson, Thomas, My First Book of 
Birds, Thomas Nelson and Sons, New 
York, N. Y. 
B. For the Children 
1. Baugh, Lila and Horn, Paul W. Nexv 
American Second Reader, Ginn and 
Company, Publishers, New York, N. Y. 
2. Browne, Withers and Tate, Child's World 
Second Reader, Johnson Publishing Com- 
pany, Richmond, Va. 
3. Buswell, Guy T. and Wheeler, William 
H. Silent Reading Hour. Book I. 
Wheeler Publishing Company, Chicago, 
111. 
4. Elson, William H., and Runkel, Lura E. 
Bison Second Reader. Scott Foresman 
and Company, Chicago. 
5. Free and Treadwell, Reading Literature, 
Row-Peterson and Company, Publishers, 
Chicago, 111. 
6. Haliburton, M. W. Haliburton First 
Reader. D. C. Heath Publishing Com- 
pany, Boston, Mass. 
7. McKay, David, Poems for Little Men 
and Women, McKay Publishing Com- 
pany, Philadelphia, Pa. 
8. Searson and Martin, Studies in Reading, 
Book II. University Publishing Com- 
pany, Chicago, 111. 
9. Warren, M. L. From September to June 
with Nature. D. C. Heath, Boston, Mass. 
Virginia Buchanan 
1 Selected in the light of the needs of my class. 
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III. SOME OF OUR BIRD FRIENDS 
A NATURE STUDY UNIT FOR THE SIXTH GRADE 
I. What the Children Will Do 
A. They will undertake to keep close watch of 
the nesting habits of some pair of birds by 
observing the following things1: 
1. Location of nest 
2. Building of nest 
3. Number and description of the eggs. 
4. Incubation period 
a. Length of period 
b. Duty of female bird 
5. The young birds 
a. Appearance 
b. Care from parents 
B. They will read bird stories and tell them in 
class 
C. They will collect pictures of and poems about 
birds and discuss these in class 
D. They will make a bird book containing 
among other things: 
1. Poems about birds 
2. Descriptions of birds 
3. Stories about birds 
4. Pictures of birds 
E. They will collect data regarding the amount 
of weed seed and the number of insects eat- 
en by birds and tabulate this as follows: 
Name of 
Bird 
Kind of 
Food 
Eaten 
Amount 
Eaten 
Authority 
for Data 
F. They will discuss ways in which they may 
help the birds overcome their enemies, such 
as: 
1. Interesting people in bird protection by 
making posters showing the value of 
birds. 
2. Killing rats, weasels, and hawks 
3. Protecting the birds from cats 
G. They will make bird baths and drinking 
fountains to put up at home 
H. They will read and study the following 
poems: 
1. The Birds of Killingworth, Henry W. 
Longfellow. Easy Road to Reading, 
Sixth Grade 
2. The Brown Thrush, Lucy Larcom. Chil- 
dren's Literature 
3. Who Stole the Birdie's Nest? Lydia 
Maria Child. Children's Literature 
4. To a Waterfowl, William C. Bryant. 
Children's Literature 
5. A Birdalogue, Arthur Guiterman. Edson- 
Laing Readers, Book IV. 
6. The Throstle, Alfred Tennyson. The 
Poetical Works of Alfred Lord Tenny- 
son. 
ilf possible, they will use opera glasses to aid 
them. 
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II. Information Gained 
They will learn that birds are as different in 
their appearance and habits as are people. 
A. They will find out that the different loca- 
tions for bird nests are: 
1. The ground 
2. Trees 
3. The eaves of houses 
4. Chimneys 
5. Bird houses 
6. Shrubbery 
B. They will learn that among the materials 
used for bird nests are; 
1. Twigs, grasses, and dead leaves. 
2. Clay 
3. Rootlets 
4. Plant down 
5. Hair 
C. They will learn the call or song of the more 
common birds such as; 
1. Robin—sweet song at early dawn that 
seems to say, "Cheer up 1" 
2. Chickadee—chatty conversational notes of 
"fee-bee." 
3. Song sparrow—sweet "Teakettle" song 
and "T'chink, t'chink" of alarm 
4. Mocking bird—an imitator of other birds, 
but sings its own beautiful song at night. 
5. Crow—a harsh "Caw! Caw!" 
D. They will learn that nature protects birds 
by: 
1. Differentiating them as to size and shape 
of body, bill, wings, tail, and feet 
2. Using protective coloring 
3. Changing weight as well as color of 
plumage to meet changes in seasons 
4. Providing instincts. They care for them- 
selves by: 
a. Building their nest properly as to lo- 
cation, size, and form 
b. Using calls as signals and warnings 
c. Using cries of anger, fear, pain, and 
protest 
d. Oiling their feathers 
e. Laying up fat 
f. Strengthening their wings by exer- 
cise 
E. They will find out that birds are of value 
to man in the following ways: 
1. As worm destroyers 
2. As insect destroyers 
3. As weed seed destroyers 
4. As scatterers of plant seed 
5. As looseners of soil around plants 
6. As food for man—pigeon, quail, wild 
geese, and wild ducks 
F. They will learn that the chief ways of at- 
tracting birds are by providing: 
1. Baths 
2. Drinking fountains 
3. Nest boxes and nesting material 
4. Food 
5. Protection from enemies, such as peo- 
ple, rats, weasels, and hawks 
III. Abilities Selected for Emphasis 
A. In the observations I shall stress methods 
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of identification of our more common birds 
by use of books and pictures 
B. In oral work I shall stress: 
1. Sticking to the point in a discussion 
2. Telling events in their proper order 
C. In silent reading I shall stress extensive 
reading. The class will read rapidly to se- 
lect material bearing on topics they are 
studying. 
IV. Bibliography 
A. For the teacher. 
1. Bailey, Harold H.—The Birds of Vir- 
ginia. The Bell Company, Lynchburg, 
Virginia. 
2. Comstock, Anna B.—The Handbook of 
Nature Study. Comstock Publishing 
Company, Ithaca, N. Y. 
3. Chapman, Frank M.—Bird Life. D, Ap- 
pleton and Company, New York. 
4. Curry, Charles M., and Clippinger, Earl 
E.—Children's Literature. Rand McNal- 
ly and Company, New York. 
5. Hodge, Clifton F.—Nature Study and 
Life. Ginn and Company, New York, 
6. Merriam, Florence A.—Birds of Village 
and Fild. Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Boston. 
7. Nature Magazine, March and April, 1925. 
The American Nature Association, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 
8. Peabody, James E,, and Hunt, Arthur E. 
—Elementary Biology. Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York. 
9. Tennyson, Alfred.—The Poetical Works 
of Alfred Lord Tennyson. 
B. For the pupils. 
1. Burgess, T. W.-—Bird Book for Children. 
Little, Brown, and Company, Boston, 
Mass. 
2. Chapman, Frank M.—Our Winter Birds. 
D. Appleton and Company, New York. 
3. Chapman, Frank M.—The Travels of 
Birds. D. Appleton and Company, New 
York. 
4. Edson, Andrew W., and Laing, Mary E. 
Edson-Laing Readers, Book IV. Sanborn 
and Company, New York. 
5. Miller, Oliver T.—The Children's Book 
of Birds. Houghton MifHin Company, 
New York. 
6. Miller, Oliver T,—The First Book of 
Birds. Houghton Mifflin Company, New 
York. 
7. Pearson, Gilbert.—Stories of Bird Life. 
Johnson Publishing Company, Richmond, 
Virginia. 
8. Reed, C. A.—Land Birds East of the 
Rockies, a Bird Guide. Doubleday, Page 
and Company, Garden City, New York. 
9. Smith, Carrie J.—Easy Road to Reading, 
Sixth Grade. Lyons and Carnahan, New 
York. 
10. Trimmer, Sarah.—T/jg History of the 
Robins. D. C. Heath and Company, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 
Rose W. Lyle 
